
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
South Florida Ecological Services Office

1339 20th Street
Vero Beach, Florida 32960

February 28, 2013

David C. Hawk
Federal Highway Administration
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
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Dear Mr. Hawk:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received the letter dated January 31, 2013,
submitted by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), for the project proposed by the
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) referenced above.

The Service is aware we did not request additional information on the proposed preferred
alignment from the FHWA within 30 days of your letter dated August 7, 2012, which requested
the Service initiate formal consultation for the project. However, we felt it was not prudent to
send a request for additional information prior to the scheduled September 11, 2012, meeting to
discuss the project with the FDOT, FHWA, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and South Florida
Water Management District. At that meeting, the Service clearly stated our concerns with the
proposed alignment and requested other alternatives be considered which would minimize
adverse effects to the endangered snail kite (Rostrhamus sociabilisplumbeus) and trust resources.
We reiterated these concerns in letters to the FHWA dated December 12,2012, and February 8,2013.

Please be aware neither of the aforementioned letters constitutes the Service’s Biological
Opinion nor concludes consultation on the current preferred alternative for the State Road 7
extension project. Moreover, the Service has not yet officially initiated formal consultation with
the FHWA on the State Road 7 project. The Service outlined specific additional information
necessary to complete the consultation request and provided this to FDOT and FHWA prior to,
and in anticipation ofç the request for formal consultation sent on August 7, 2012. These
outstanding items were reiterated at the September 11,2012, meeting and in our February 8,2013,
letter, and they have not yet been submitted. Therefore, the consultation time frames of 90 days
to formulate our Biological Opinion on the project and an additional 45 days to provide the final
Biological Opinion to FHWA have not yet begun.
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We will continue to work with the FHWA and FDOT to develop a project that meets the stated
transportation need while minimizing adverse effects to federally listed species and public
conservation lands.

Thank you for your cooperation in the effort to protect federally listed species. If you have any
questions regarding this project, please contact John Wrublik at 772-469-4282.

Sincerely yours,

Larry Williams
,/tield Supervisor

South Florida Ecological Services Office

cc: electronic only
Corps, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida (Garett Lips)
FDOT, Fort Lauderdale, Florida (Ann Broadwell)
FHWA, Tallahassee, Florida (Joseph Sullivan)
FWC, Tallahassee, Florida (FWC-CPS)
NOAA Fisheries, West Palm Beach, Florida (Brandon Howard)
Palm Beach County, West Palm Beach, Florida (Kathleen Farrell)
District, West Palm Beach, Florida (Barbara Comny)


